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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurRandy Boyagoda's Beggar's Feast is a tour de force of a novel set in Sri Lanka about a 
man living in defiance of fate.Sam Kandy, born in 1899 in a poor village in the heart of Ceylon and 

abandoned by his family ten years later at the gates of a remote temple, resolves to make his own luck 
amongst the cheats and chancers of the world. When twenty years reckoning with the streets of Colombo, 

the docks of Sydney and the brothels of Singapore lead Sam back to his blighted birth village, he returns as a 
steely self-made man. He marries a nobleman's daughter and coldly pursues a life of wealth, prestige, and 
power.And so begins a devastating chain of events, in which families are torn apart, fortunes are made and 
lost, and old ways and wants collide with modernity's new machines and money and desires. Just as Sam 
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Kandy is called back to his roots and longs for a chance to prove himself to a people and a place that gave up 
on him long before, ambition, reinvention, tradition and family each demand an answer: what does it cost a 
man to rewrite his history?Beggar's Feast is a masterpiece - a raw, profound and magnificent novel about 

origins and endings, about what we forsake to survive. 'Gleaming . . . An ambitious book that seeks to 
convey the sweep of history through the prism of one island' Sara Wheeler, New York Times 'A brilliant 

book. This novel reminds us of the values we are taught as children but which we might forget as we enter 
adulthood: love should be the ultimate reason behind each one of our actions; never think you can deceive 
anyone without any cost to yourself; nor does a lie become truth just because a hundred people are telling 

it'Nadeem Aslam, author of The Blind Man's GardenRandy Boyagoda's first novel, Governor of the 
Northern Province, was nominated for the ScotiaBank Giller Prize in 2006. He has written for a variety of 
publications, including The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Paris , and Harper's Magazine. 

His second novel, Beggar's Feast, was nominated for the 2013 IMPAC Dublin Literary Prize and was 
selected as a New York Times Book Editor's Choice. He lives in Toronto with his wife and four 

daughters.Revue de pressea multifaceted, engrossing story Prepare for a verbal feast that will thoroughly 
entertain and satisfy, yet leave you hungering for more. Kirkus s (starred review). . . a parable for 

modernized, globalized, restless identity. New York Journal of Books"Boyagoda does a superb job of telling 
this century-long tale... Its entertaining, with much insight into the life and times of that era in the East. 

Recommended." Historical Novels Rags-to-riches narratives seldom have much humbler starting points than 
the Ceylon village where Beggars Feasts protagonist is born Hes Naipauls Mr. Biswas as unapologetic 

success rather than embittered failure, Richlers Duddy Kravitz followed far past his apprenticeship. If youve 
found a place in your heart for either of those complicated figures, make way for Sam Kandy.The 

GazetteBoyagoda, a sharp and subtle writer, slips easily into many different characters heads and their 
internal rhythms, and lyrical lines abound A satirical feast.The Globe and Mail[Boyagodas narrative voice] 
is as lush as the tropical landscape of Ceylon The language is also charged with vitality and allows for the 
emergence, from time to time, of stark human truths.National PostPrsentation de l'diteurRandy Boyagoda's 

Beggar's Feast is a tour de force of a novel set in Sri Lanka about a man living in defiance of fate.Sam 
Kandy, born in 1899 in a poor village in the heart of Ceylon and abandoned by his family ten years later at 
the gates of a remote temple, resolves to make his own luck amongst the cheats and chancers of the world. 

When twenty years reckoning with the streets of Colombo, the docks of Sydney and the brothels of 
Singapore lead Sam back to his blighted birth village, he returns as a steely self-made man. He marries a 
nobleman's daughter and coldly pursues a life of wealth, prestige, and power.And so begins a devastating 

chain of events, in which families are torn apart, fortunes are made and lost, and old ways and wants collide 
with modernity's new machines and money and desires. Just as Sam Kandy is called back to his roots and 

longs for a chance to prove himself to a people and a place that gave up on him long before, ambition, 
reinvention, tradition and family each demand an answer: what does it cost a man to rewrite his 

history?Beggar's Feast is a masterpiece - a raw, profound and magnificent novel about origins and endings, 
about what we forsake to survive. 'Gleaming . . . An ambitious book that seeks to convey the sweep of 
history through the prism of one island' Sara Wheeler, New York Times 'A brilliant book. This novel 

reminds us of the values we are taught as children but which we might forget as we enter adulthood: love 
should be the ultimate reason behind each one of our actions; never think you can deceive anyone without 

any cost to yourself; nor does a lie become truth just because a hundred people are telling it'Nadeem Aslam, 
author of The Blind Man's GardenRandy Boyagoda's first novel, Governor of the Northern Province, was 
nominated for the ScotiaBank Giller Prize in 2006. He has written for a variety of publications, including 

The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Paris , and Harper's Magazine. His second novel, 
Beggar's Feast, was nominated for the 2013 IMPAC Dublin Literary Prize and was selected as a New York 

Times Book Editor's Choice. He lives in Toronto with his wife and four daughters. 


