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before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Kushiel's Dart: 

Description :  Description du produitA nation born of angels, vast and intricate and surrounded by danger... 
a woman born to servitude, unknowingly given access to the secrets of the realm...Born with a scarlet mote 

in her left eye, Phdre n Delaunay is sold into indentured servitude as a child. When her bond is purchased by 
an enigmatic nobleman, she is trained in history, theology, politics, foreign languages, the arts of pleasure. 

And above all, the ability to observe, remember, and analyze. Exquisite courtesan, talented spy... and 
unlikely heroine. But when Phdre stumbles upon a plot that threatens her homeland, Terre d'Ange, she has 

no choice.Betrayed into captivity in the barbarous northland of Skaldia and accompanied only by a 
disdainful young warrior-priest, Phdre makes a harrowing escape and an even more harrowing journey to 

return to her people and deliver a warning of the impending invasion. And that proves only the first step in a 
quest that will take her to the edge of despair and beyond.Phdre n Delaunay is the woman who holds the 
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keys to her realm's deadly secrets, and whose courage will decide the very future of her world. Not since 
Dune has there been an epic on the scale of Kushiel's Dart-a massive tale about the violent death of an old 

age and the birth of a new. It is a novel of grandeur, luxuriance, sacrifice, betrayal, and deeply laid 
conspiracies. A world of cunning poets, deadly courtiers, deposed rulers and a besieged Queen, a warrior-

priest, the Prince of Travelers, barbarian warlords, heroic traitors, and a truly Machiavellian villainess... all 
seen through the unflinching eyes of an unforgettable heroine.

Prsentation de l'diteurThis extraordinary novel will be loved by fans of George R. R. Martin and Sylvia Day 
alike - an intoxicating fantasy of intrigue, betrayal and desire. Phdre n Delaunay has a turbulent path before 

her, one that will touch the life of queens and princes - and change the course of her land, but this all lies 
ahead...After a childhood of indentured servitude, her bond is purchased by Anafiel Delaunay, a nobleman 
with a very particular mission. He's also the first to recognize who and what she is: one touched by the god 

Kushiel's dart, chosen to forever experience pain and pleasure as one.Phdre is trained equally in history, 
politics and the courtly arts - but she's also eventually taught the arts of pleasure, And above all, she learns 

how to observe, remember and analyze. Almost as talented a spy as she is courtesan, Phdre stumbles upon a 
plot that threatens the very foundations of her homeland. Treachery sets her on her path, then love and 

honour goad her further. Her journey will take her to the edge of despair and beyond, as false friend, loving 
enemy and beloved assassin can all wear the same glittering mask. Navigating a world of deadly courtiers, 
heroic traitors, and a truly Machiavellian villainess, Phdre will get but one chance to save all that she holds 
dear. Kushiel's Dart won the Locus Award for Best First Novel in 2002. It also won the Romantic Times ers 
Choice Award for Best Fantasy.From Publishers WeeklyHThis brilliant and daring debut, set in a skewed 

Renaissance world (people worship Jesus-like "Blessed Elua" but also demigods), catapults Carey 
immediately into the top rank of fantasy novelists. In the character of Phdre n Delaunay, "a whore's 

unwanted get" sold into indentured servitude in opulent Night Court, the author has created a particularly 
strong and memorable female lead, and has surrounded her with a large and varied cast, from nobles and 
priests to soldiers and peasants. An engrossing plot focuses first on court intrigue and treachery, then, in a 

surprising shift, on high adventure, travel in barbarian lands including Alba (England) and war. Two 
demigods rule Phdre: Naamah, for sensual love; and Kushiel, for sado-masochistic pain, his "dart" being a 

blood spot in Phdre's eye. Not everyone will go for Phdre's graphic if elegantly described sexual encounters, 
which usually involve the infliction of pain, whether from lashing, branding or even cutting. Phdre, however, 

is no clichd sexpot but a complex character motivated by religious zeal. In one amusing scene, a group of 
sailors on the march chants: "Whip us till we're on the floor, we'll turn around and ask for more, we're 

Phdre's Boys!" At the end, the heroine reminds one of an equally strong-minded sister whose home was 
Tara. No mere feminist novel, this is an assured and magnificent book that will appeal to both male and 

female readers. (June 4)Forecast: With blurbs from Delia Sherman and Storm Constantine, plus major print 
advertising both genre and mainstream, this first novel could rack up impressive sales.Copyright 2001 

Cahners Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalTrained from childhood to a life of servitude and 
espionage, Ph?dre n? Delaunay serves her master, Anafiel, as a courtesan and spy, ferreting out the 
dangerous secrets of the noble houses of Terre d'Ange. When she uncovers a treasonous conspiracy, 

however, her life takes on a new and deadly purpose. Set in a world reminiscent of late medieval and early 
Renaissance Europe, Carey's first novel portrays a society based upon political and sexual intrigue. The 

author's sensual prose, suitable for adult readers, should appeal to fans of Tanith Lee, Storm Constantine, 
and Terry Goodkind. Recommended for adult fantasy collections. Copyright 2001 Reed Business 

Information, Inc. 


