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Prsentation de |'diteurFantasy as it ought to be written George R.R. MartinThe people of Getty's town
remember the death of their cemetery soldier vividly. They remember believing him guilty of unspeakable
crimes, condemning him, and then watching as other men of his unit beat him until he no longer drew
breath.But Nevare Burvelle didn't die that day, though everyone believes they saw it happen. He was
cornered by a power far more intractable than any angry mob.When he was a boy, the magic of the Specks
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the dapple-skinned tribes of the frontier forests claimed Nevare as a saviour; severing his soul in two,
naming his stolen half Soldier's Boy and shaping him into a weapon to halt the Gernian expansion into their
lands and save their beloved ancestor trees.Until now Nevare has defied the magic, unable to accept his
traitorous fate. But the magic has won: it has extinguished his once golden future, devastated his family and
has now turned his own people against him. Faced with endangering the only loved-ones he has |eft, Nevare
has no choice but to surrender to its will and enter the forest.But surrendering to his Speck destiny is only
the beginning of histrials. Before he submits completely, Nevare makes one desperate last attempt to deter
the Gernians from the Barrier Mountains without causing them harm. But the magic accepts no compromise.
Exhausted, Nevare can no longer suppress his traitorous Speck self, Soldiers Boy. Losing control, he
becomes a prisoner in his own body; able only to watch helplessly as his other half takesSoldier's Boy is
determined to stop the Gernian expansion at all cost, and unlike Nevare, he has no love, nor sympathy for his
spirit-twin's world.From Publishers Weeklyln the haunting conclusion of Hobb's Soldier Son trilogy (after
2006's Forest Mage), Gernian soldier Nevare Burvelle escapes from prison with some help from his lover,
Lisana, who divided his soul so that he could become a Speck mage called Soldier's Boy. The two
personalities now awkwardly time-share Nevare's body. Using Soldier's Boy's powers, Nevare tries to
destroy the Gernian road that threatens to ravage the Specks forest home, and amost dies from exhaustion.
Nursed back to health by Olikea, the Speck woman whose sole duty is to feed him enough to power his
magic, Nevare must find away to keep Gernia from destroying the forest, prevent the Specks from further
spreading the plague that has decimated the Gernians and reunite the severed halves of his soul. Hobb's
dreamy prose is sometimes weighed down by a confusing magical system and glacia pacing, but she
provides a stunning resolution to this epic fantasy about the importance of environmental and social balance.
(Feb.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Revue de
presse[A] master fantasist. (Kansas City Star)Robin Hobb is one of our very best fantasy writers. Her novels
are always fresh, entertaining, and completely engrossing. (Kevin J. Anderson, New Y ork Times bestselling
coauthor of Sandworms of Dune)Hobb is probably one of the best writers of the fantasy genre currently
operating. With Robin Hobb you do not get the standard good versus evil story in which every character is
one or the other. Instead her characters are believable, human and flawed. (Birmingham Post)



