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Prsentation de I'diteurTHE INTERPRETATION OF MURDER is an inventive tour de force inspired by
Sigmund Freud's 1909 visit to America, accompanied by protg and rival Carl Jung. When awealthy young
debutante is discovered bound, whipped and strangled in aluxurious apartment overlooking the city, and
another society beauty narrowly escapes the same fate, the mayor of New Y ork calls upon Freud to use his
revolutionary new ideas to help the surviving victim recover her memory of the attack, and solve the crime.
But nothing about the attacks - or about the surviving victim, Nora- is quite asit seems. And there are those
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in very high places determined to stop the truth coming out, and Freud's startling theories taking root on
American soil..comlt has been said that a mystery novel is"about something" and aliterary taleis not. The
Interpretation of Murder has legitimate claims to both genres. It is most definitely about something, and also
replete with allusions to and explications of Shakespeare, to the very beginnings of psychology, to the
infighting between psychoanalytic giants--all written in a style that an author with literary aspirations might
well envy. In 1909, Drs. Freud and Jung visit Manhattan. They no sooner arrive when ayoung socialiteis
murdered, followed by another attempted murder, bearing the same characteristics. In the second case, the
victim lives. She has lost her voice and cannot remember anything. The young doctor, Stratham Y ounger,
who has invited Freud to speak at his University, soon involves Dr. Freud in the case. Freud, saying that
Nora's case will require atime committment that he does not have, turns her over to Y ounger. The rudiments
of Noras case are based on Freud's famous Dora, complete with sexua perversions, convoluted twists and
turns and downright lies. That isjust one of the myriad plot linesin the novel, al of which areintricate,
interesting and plausible. All it takes for all of the incidentsto betrueisagreat deal of bad will--and it is
abundant here! There are politicians who are less than statesmen, city employees at work for themselves and
not the city, doctors who will do anything to undermine Freud's theories, thereby saving the neurotics for
themselves, and opportunists at every level of society, seeking psychological or material advantage. Carl
Jung is portrayed by turns as secretive, mysterious, odd, and just plain nuts, while Freud remains a
gentleman whose worst problem is his bladder. Not the least interesting aspect of the book is all the turn-of-
the-century New Y ork lore: bridge building, great mansions, the Astor versus Vanderbilt dustup, immigrant
involvement, fabulous entertaining, auto versus carriage. Despite the tangle of tales, debut author Jed
Rubenfeld finishes it with writerly dexterity--and the reader is sorry to seeit all end. --Valerie RyanFrom
Publishers WeeklyTurning a psychological thriller with a cast that includes Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung and
several important American politicians and millionaires from arich textual experience to a gripping and
exciting audio event requires a reader with many skills. Heyborne knows how to use just his voice to bring a
variety of nationalities and social classesto life. He can catch the inherent smartness of a working-class
detective in a phrase, and can as quickly mark a pioneering medical examiner as a dangerous crank. But
where he really succeedsisin the three very different psychoanalysts who move Rubenfeld's story of murder
and psychosis down its distinctive road. Heyborne's Freud is an all-too-human man of obvious charm and
originality; Freud's disciple Jung is cold, calculating and obviously envious; and fictional narrator Dr.
Stratham Y ounger is abright and admiring early Freudian who is also somewhat skeptical about some of the
Viennese master's theories. This goes along way in easing listeners through some of Rubenfeld's longer
monologues about life and architecture in New Y ork in 1909passages that readers had the option of
skimming without missing any vital nuances. Copyright American Library Association. All rights reserved



