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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurJackson Workman Pickens - 'Work' to his friends - an unambitious lawyer in a small 
Southern town, has some serious baggage. His mother died a year ago from a 'fall' down the family's 

colonial staircase and his father, Ezra, has been missing ever since. Work is left to deal with his 
psychologically damaged sister, his father's legal caseload and his own rocky marriage. Power and greed 

bring many enemies, especially for a man as cruel as Ezra Pickens, so when his body turns up pretty much 
everyone in town is a suspect - but only one man is charged with the murder. With time, his wife and public 
opinion against him, Work embarks on his toughest case yet: proving his own innocence. His investigation 

will uncover a web of intrigue he could never have imagined - and he soon realises that no one is above 
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suspicion - even those he loves most.From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Hart's stunning debut, an 
exceptionally deep and complex mystery thriller, compares favorably to the best of Scott Turow. Jackson 

Workman Pickens, whom most people call "Work," is a struggling North Carolina criminal defense attorney. 
Work has wrestled with inner demons for most of his life, especially after the death of his mother and the 

disappearance of his wealthy father, Ezra Pickens, a highly successful lawyer who took him into his practice. 
Trapped in a loveless marriage and haunted by poor emotional choices and his sister's psychological trauma, 

Work finds himself under suspicion when his father's corpse surfaces more than a year after Ezra was last 
seen alive. Work's quest for the truth behind his father's demise opens old wounds and forces him to face the 
consequences of his own decisions. Few readers will be able to resist devouring this tour-de-force in one or 

two sittingsor clamoring for more John Hart. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From School Library JournalAdult/High SchoolJackson Workman Pickens, 

or Work, has always lived in the shadow of his larger-than-life father, a respected attorney. His life as he 
knows itthe law practice he shares with his father, the beautiful home and socialite wifeis a tribute to Ezra 
Pickens's ideas of success. When Ezra is found shot to death, Work is ambivalent about helping the police 

find the killer, afraid that the path will lead to his younger sister, Jean. Only he and Jean know how abusive 
their father was and how his actions ultimately led to their mother's death. Work's reticence only serves to 
reinforce the lead detective's belief that he is the guilty party, especially since he stands to inherit over $15 
million. As Work becomes more enmeshed in a web of circumstantial evidence, he learns that his sister's 
partner, Alexandria, was convicted of killing her own abusive father, and he begins to fear for his sister's 
safety as well as his own. Hart has crafted a mystery with fully developed characters and a fast-paced and 
intelligent plot. He not only gives readers plenty of action and suspense, but also delves unflinchingly into 
the dynamics of family relationships. Teens who enjoy Grisham and Turow will want to be among the first 

to read this exciting new voice in the mystery genre.Kim Dare, Fairfax County Public Schools, VA 
Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 


